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ED ITO RI AL St
ON A QUALIFYING CERTIFICATE (BASIC

SCIENCE) INITIATIVE LAW FOR
CALIFORNIA

Qualifying Certificate Law First Considered
in 1930.-At the 187th meeting of the Council,
held on January 18, 1930, the editor presented a
resolution which provided for the appointment of
a special committee to study basic science laws,
and a report thereon to the Council. The com-
mittee's first announcement was made at the Del
Monte annual session of May, 1930, and was
printed on page 431 of the June, 1930, issue of
CALIFORNIA AND WESTERN MEDICINE. Additional
reports have appeared, year by year, since that
time.*

* * *

Council Has Now Asked for a Draft of a
Qualifying Certificate Initiative.-At its meet-
ing on September 7, 1935, and noted as item 24
on page 304 of the 1935 CALIFORNIA AND WEST-
ERN MEDICINE, the Council adopted a resolution
deputizing the executive group of this special com-
mittee to prepare an initiative draft of such a law
for California, and to submit the same to the
Council for consideration. The attention of com-
ponent county societies and of members is, there-
fore, called to this action, and an urgent request
is made that all who have suggestions to offer
will do so at an early date.

California's Requirements Regarding Initia-
tive Laws.-For those who are not acquainted
with the procedures involved in the submittal of
an initiative to the electorate it may be in order
to remark that such a proposed initiative law must
be drafted and sent to the Secretary of State at
least 110 days before the next general election,
(the next State election will be held in November,
1936), and the exact drafts of the proposed initia-
tive law so submitted must have attached thereto
the names of at least 8 per cent of the voters
who cast ballots at the last preceding general State
election; that is, in the year 1936, it must have
186,378 precinct certified signatures of qualified

t Editorials on subjects of scientific and clinical inter-
est, contributed by members of the California Medical As-
sociation, are printed in the Editorial Comments column,
which follows.

* A reference list of such reports is printed in this issue,
on page 383.


